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Overall Comments

Deborah you have made a very positive start to this course with this well-organised assignment and interesting body of work.   You have thoroughly explored the exercises chosen and with ease experimented with materials and methods.  Not all your samples have been successful but this demonstrates your ability to research; examining new approaches and taking risks, a very important part of studying for a degree.  Your online learning log is well organised and easy to navigate with lots of information on your work and the research into other practitioners you have conducted.  
Assignment 1 Assessment potential 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets the assessment requirements.
Feedback on assignment 

Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity 
From the samples you have sent to me and your record of sampling in your learning log it is apparent that you have worked conscientiously and explored the topic of surface distortion with some thoroughness.  You have used a wide number of materials including paper, card, fabrics and aluminium foil.  I am impressed with the way you have taken the course material further by including felted pieces in your range of materials.  This desire to explore beyond the course material and bring your area of expertise to your studies is very important.  It will keep your work individual and encourage you to develop ideas that come from your personal perspective of textiles.   
I suggest you continue to use your own knowledge and ideas to enhance the work provided by the course material, questioning how to achieve the outcome you want and developing fresh ideas.  Continue to be experimental and don’t be put off if things don’t go according to plan.  Record all your outcomes along with your thoughts and ideas, as you never know if these might trigger an exciting idea or new direction.
Sketchbooks 

Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 

There is evidence that you have used drawing throughout this assignment to explore your sample outcomes.  I hope this has helped you truly see what you have made and think about the importance of the outcomes.  You have used a range of media responding to the samples instinctively.  This is really good.  There is no need to capture the sample completely accurately to help you understand it.  A group of lines, dashes or splashes can represent what you see with energy and enough accuracy to communicate what you find exciting in a sample.  
I suggest you continue to use drawing to explore your work.  Add in some other media, for example inks, charcoal, collage, machine embroidery, etc.  Use methods like drawing without looking at the paper, attaching your pencil to the end of a stick and doing continuous line drawings where you keep the pencil/pen in contact with the page throughout.  Whilst drawing give your self some space and time to really think about what it is you are looking at.  The sketches don’t need to be works of art they are part you’re your thinking process, studying what works well and developing ideas for future projects.  Add your thoughts to the drawings either in your sketchbook or along with an image in your learning log.
Research

Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  

For this assignment you have collected information on a number of relevant artists.  There is some nice imagery that shows you understand how the sample making exercises relate to the finished work of contemporary practitioners.  You have begun to add your own thoughts about the work and how it might relate to your own practice.  This is great.  Continue to explore the work of others always recording your thoughts and ideas. Think about composition, placement and form.  Judge whether you could use the materials and techniques in your own practice.   This will help to develop your work and keep it contemporary. 

Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays 

Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  
Your learning log is well organised, collating your work and thoughts in an articulate way.  I suggest you make your images larger to enable assessors to quickly explore your work at assessment.  I suggest you think of the techniques in this assignment not just as ways to create textiles but also to trigger ideas for further investigation.  This might be something like seeing a surface created in paper that encourages you to look for a textile technique that can achieve a similar effect.  You have made some excellent connections with the works of other artists and other visual information, for example the lavender fields and the felted sample.  Analyse your work in the same way you would another artist.  Judge whether placement and composition work well.  How well did the materials work with the technique?  What is your opinion of the colours you put together?  Explain your thoughts fully and clearly in your learning log, this will help you understand what you are making and take your ideas further.   I was unable to find the sorting stage of this assignment.  If you haven’t already done it I suggest you add it to the reflective part of your learning log.  Sorting your samples is an important part of demonstrating discernment and sensitivity to what has worked well.
Suggested reading/viewing 

Context 

I suggest you use the recommended and further reading lists, along with the lists of journals and useful websites to expand your research.  Documenting what you find in your learning log.

So What is Research? Weareoca blog post http://weareoca.com/fine_art/so-what-is-research/
How to use your Tutor Reports.  Weareoca blog post http://weareoca.com/fine_art/how-to-use-your-tutor-reports/
For help with drawing I suggest you look at -

Maslen, M. & Southern, J. (2014) Drawing Projects:  an exploration of the language of drawing.  
Pointers for the next assignment
· Reflect on this feedback in your learning log.
· Maintain your good working practices.

· Draw/sketch your samples regularly using the suggestions above.

· Add your opinions and analysis of your research material.

· Complete Stage 4. Sorting in order to reflect upon your work and develop your ideas.

· Continue to include ideas and knowledge from outside the course material.

Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment.   Written or video/audio

Well done, I look forward to your next assignment.
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